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John Hammond
Private 3678

John Hammond (known as Jack) was born on 7 July 1891 in Kilmore, the eldest child of hotelier Thomas and
Alice Teresa Hammond (nee Mulvey). Thomas was the licensee of the Railway Hotel (now Macs) and his 
father John, the Red Lion.  Jack was educated at Assumption College, Kilmore and then worked in the 
Kilmore Post Office from 1907.

Jack enlisted at Kilmore on May 1, 1916 and was allocated as a private, 3678, to the 8th Reinforcements, 
29th Battalion. After basic training at Broadmeadows, he attended the Signals School for two months, and 
then left Melbourne on the Orsova on August 1, 1916 for Plymouth, England. 

Jack undertook further training before joining his Battalion on the Western Front, France in January 1917. He
probably was involved in defeating a German counter attack at Beaumetz on March 23.  Then on March 28 
Jack was admitted to hospital in Rouen with a septic right heel and did not return to the field till late August 
1917. The 29th then took part in the Battle of Polygon Wood in late September 1917.

Jack took leave in England in January 1918 and in April he was again in a field hospital with scabies. On 
April 24, Jack was transferred to the 5th Division, Signals Company as a Sapper. He may have been running
messages from the front line to Headquarters, and he probably took part in the second battle of Villers-
Bretonneux which recaptured the town from the Germans in two days in late April.

The 5th Division then followed the retreating Germans during May towards the Somme, and on May 13, Jack
was killed in action. He was buried in the Corbie Communal Cemetery Extension at Picardie, France. His 
family and fellow postal workers placed memorial notices in the Kilmore Advertiser on June 1, 1918.

Jack was awarded the 1914/15 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. In addition his family 
received a Memorial Scroll, a Memorial Plaque, the King’s Message and Jack’s effects.

His sacrifice is recognised on the Kilmore War Memorial, the Kilmore Shire Honour Roll in the Memorial Hall,
and the Assumption College Honour Roll.


